
fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary time  july 14, 2024  

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Mar� Ro�ertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� D�urka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Glenn Esch 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Con�rma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an �ni�a�on o� Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
�lease �all t�e �aris� o��e �or more in�orma�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sic�, please call ���-227-1244. 

 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on O�ce: (989) 224-8537 
 

Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the �ulle�n) 
 

Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 

Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Sawyer Ballinger 

Lisa Clarizio 
Sherri Couch 

Friend 
Cindy Fontus 

 

Marcia Goerge 
Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Alissa McKeown 

Myah 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Frank Rademacher 
Deacon Marv & Tita 

Joan Schrauben 
 
 

 
Michael VanElls 

Jeff Wadell 
Jerry 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 

 
 

Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Jessica Mitchell 
Colby Munger  

 

Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Joshua Szpont 
Jordan Van Amburg 

Jacob Wells 
 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the parish 
office: 989-224-8994 
or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

2 THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 
 

 
THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● July 15 
Isaiah 1:10-17/Ma�hew 10:34-11:1 
No Mass 
 
Tuesday ● July 16 
Isaiah 7:1-9/Ma�hew 11:20-24 
No Mass 
  
Wednesday ● July 17 
Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16/Ma�hew 11:25-27 
No Mass 
   
Thursday ● July 18 
Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19/Ma�hew 11:28-30 
No Mass 
 
Friday ● July 19 
Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8/Ma�hew 12:1-8 
No Mass 
  
Saturday ● July 20 
Micah 2:1-5/Ma�hew 12:14-21 
5:00 p.m.  Mass  †Gary Ashby    
   By:  Deacon Jerry and Alice Fust 
 
Sunday ● July 21 
Jeremiah 23:1-6/Ephesians 2:13-18/Mark 6:30-34  
 8:00 a.m.   The People of the Parish 
    
10:00 a.m.   †Larry Karber 
   By:  Dean and Carol Karber 
12:00 p.m.  †Daniel Blair 
   By:  Mr and Mrs Warren Marazita 
 
  6:00 p.m.    †Karl Hufnagel    
   By:  Eric, Monica and Camila  

The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

July 14 to July 20, 2024 
in memory of 

Herb, Marian and Roy 

Armbrustmacher 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
“No time is ever lost by prayer, for those who pray are 
workers together with God”   
    ~St. Isidore 
 
Taking time to pray before the Blessed Sacrament re-
quires us to set aside time for God, time to offer the 
praise and worship that is due to Him.  It is good to re-
member that the time we have is itself a gift from God. 

 
Interested in making a regular Holy Hour on 
First Friday/Saturday or in being a sub?  
House in need:  First Friday 11:00 a.m., 2:00 
p.m. and 5:00 p.m.. Saturday at 1:00 a.m. 
Call or text 989-292-2072. 

 

Please note: 
There will be no Masses or Confessions  
Monday July 15 through Friday July 19.  

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary will not be holding a 
mee�ng this month.  We wish every-
one a blessed, peaceful and res�ul 

summer.  We look forward to seeing 
many new faces at the next mee�ng 

on August 12, 2024. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(and whatever else is on 
Deacon Eric’s mind) 

Shaking off the dust 
Last Sunday, we saw Jesus leav-
ing his hometown of Nazareth 
after his teachings were rejected 
by those whom one might as-
sume would be his biggest 
“fans.” The last line of last week’s 
gospel stated that Jesus “was 
amazed at their lack of faith.”  
In essence, he was dusting off 
his sandals in defiance of those 
of would not accept his teach-
ings. And not surprisingly, that’s 
exactly what he tells his disciples 
to do in today’s gospel if they are 
rejected by those who would not 
accept their teachings. Just “dust 
off your sandals in testimony 
against them,” Jesus said. 
 
But unlike last week, when the 
focus was on the rejection of “the 
Word,” today the rejection is a 
matter of time management. Je-
sus was telling his disciples that 
there were many people who 
would listen to their preaching of 
the gospel, so instead of trying to 
force people to listen when they 
were determined not to was a 
poor use of time. In essence, Je-
sus was telling them to keep 

moving. Our gospel ended on a 
positive note as the disciples 
came back invigorated, having 
returned after driving out many 
demons, as well as anointing 
and, in God’s name, curing many 
who were sick. 
 
The gospel message over the 
past two weeks is pretty loud and 
clear for us -- we must all persist 
in our evangelization efforts. 
Sometimes we will run into brick 
walls as Jesus did in his home-
town and we will be frustrated as 
well as disappointed at people’s 
lack of faith. Sometimes we will 
run into opposition as the disci-
ples did, but we need to figura-
tively kick off the dust from our 
sandals and move on. Eventual-
ly, as the disciples found out, 
there will be successes. The epi-
sode in the TV series “The Cho-
sen” did a wonderful job in show-
ing how each successful encoun-
ter for the apostles overcame 
many dead-ends. 
 
This doesn’t mean we all need to 
knock on all our neighbors’ doors 
as the apostles did, but it does 
mean we have to live our Cathol-
icism with joy and vitality and to 
be ready for any opportunity to 
share our beliefs. In the words of 
St. Peter (1Pt 3:15):  “Always be 

ready to give an explanation to 
anyone who asks you for a rea-
son for your hope.” In order to do 
that we have to know our faith. 
Studies have found that the big-
gest obstacle Catholics have in 
evangelizing is knowing our faith 
well enough to defend it to a 
Protestant.   
 
One way to learn is to better un-
derstand the bible. To do that 
one can listen to Fr. Michael 
Schmitz’s podcast “The Bible in a 
Year.” Another way is to take the 
Catholic Biblical School’s 4-year 
in depth study of Scripture. Sev-
eral parishioners have already 
taken it and a new class will 
begin at Most Holy Trinity in 
Fowler this fall (more on that at a 
later date). Or attend parish-
hosted events as we had last 
spring - a presentation by a 
Catholic historian, a night where 
the St. Joe clergy answered 
questions of faith from parishion-
ers, and of course our three-day 
mission on the Eucharist. Infor-
mation on how parishioners can 
help determine what adult faith 
opportunities we present is also 
coming soon.) Let’s learn and 
live our faith better.  

Deacon Eric  

deaconeric@hotmail.com 

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

“To have the strength  
and courage  
of Kateri  
especially in times of 
rejection, mistreatment,  
and discrimination,  
and other signs of un-love.   
Help us to love like Jesus did.” 
 
~St. Kateri Tekakwitha     
     Feast day July 14 

 
 
 
 
 

St Joseph, patron of craftsmen, through your  
intercession may the Holy Spirit guide all who 
provide for and work on our school windows 
project.  May God provide the grace, safety, ex-
pertise, and supplies needed to transform our 
classrooms into comfortable places for our stu-
dents to learn. 

   Amen. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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4 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
St Johns, MI 

Teaching Position 
 

St. Joseph Catholic School in St. Johns, MI is 
accepting applications for a full time Kindergarten teaching 
position.  Candidates must hold a valid teaching certifi-
cate with an Elementary Education endorsement (Reading 
and Language Arts preferred) for the 2024-2025 school year.  
The candidate will also be attending Protecting God’s Children 
(VIRTUS) Training and pass a criminal background check. 
 
The successful candidate must be dynamic, enthusiastic and 
possess the ability to work collaboratively within the school 
environment.  The candidate will be teaching Religion daily 
and therefore the hired candidate’s employment will be con-
sidered ministerial under the First Amendment.  Similarly, the 
successful candidate should be a practicing Catholic who can 
speak thoroughly to his or her ability to infuse the Catholic 
faith and teaching throughout the curriculum.  The ultimate 
hiring decision is made in consultation with St. Joseph’s pas-
tor.  To learn more about St. Joseph Parish and School, 
please visit our website at www.school.stjoecatholic.com 
 
Interested candidates should send a cover letter of applica-
tion, resume’ and credentials to: Chris Wells, Principal, to prin-
cipal@stjoecatholicschool.org, or send to the following ad-
dress:   
 
St. Joseph Catholic School, 201 E Cass Street, St. Johns MI  
48879 

 Liturgical Minsters 
July 20/22 

 
Altar Servers: 5:00 p.m. Icnacio O. 
   Volunteer  
  8:00 a.m. Volunteer 
   Volunteer 
  10:00 a.m. Elijah S. 
   Anna H. 
  12:00 p.m. Averie D. 
   Mason W. 
 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:   
 5:00 p.m. Group  3 
 8:00 a.m. Group  3 
 10:00 a.m. Group  3 
 12:00 p.m. Group  3 
 
Lectors: 5:00 p.m. Beth S. 
 8:00 a.m. Lu Anne C. 
 10:00 a.m. Cassandra G. 
 12:00 p.m. Debbie T. 
 
Ushers: 5:00 p.m. Group 5A 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8C 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10A 
 12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
Collection Counters:    July 15 Group 4 
 
Sanctuary Cleaners:   Christine Boak/Mary Jane Boak 

S���������� 
For the weekend of July 7, 2024 
Adults (331 gi�s Including online giving):  ...... $22,739.55 
Loose Cash:........................................................... $597.00 
Total: ............................................................... $23,336.55 
 
Other Gi�s Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: .......................................... $524.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $887.19 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ...................................... $61.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2024 is  $23,336.55.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will meet our budgeted goal. 

S���������� 
For the weekend of June 30, 2024 
Adults (344 gi�s Including online giving):  ...... $16,896.47 
Loose Cash: .......................................................... $447.15 
Total: ............................................................... $17,343.62 

July 2024 

Sean McCarty 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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What to do with your old and  
unwanted Religious items 

A sacramental is a sacred sign that bears resemblance to the sac-
raments.  Sacramentals include religious articles such as scapu-
lars, blessed holy cards, crucifixes, statues, Bibles, missals, Lec-
tionaries, holy water and oils, liturgical vestments, and altar cloths.  
But what are you to do with them when they break, become tat-
tered and worn out?  You can’t just discard them.  They’re almost 
like people, sacred.  They need to be treated properly, even at the 
end. 
 
The basic rule for the disposal of these items is to burn or to bury 
them.  During the 1800s the Church issued several decisions con-
cerning this issue.  Here are a few examples:  A chalice which 
becomes “unserviceable” is not to be sold but must be used for 
some other sacred purpose or melted.  Vestments, altar cloths, 
and linens must be destroyed.  Polluted or excess holy water must 

be poured into the ground.  Palms are to be burned, and the ashes 
then used for distribution on Ash Wednesday or returned to the 
ground.  A broken rosary or religious statue normally would be 
buried.  In all, the underlying idea is that when something has  
been dedicated to God should be returned to God.  Never should 
one just “throw out” what has been blessed and dedicated to God. 
 
With the exception of rosaries which can be placed on the rosary 
rack, please do not bring your unwanted items to the parish nor 
leave them in the back of the church.  I understand the idea of 
leaving those things for someone else to pick up and use.  Howev-
er, that is not happening, and items just continue to pile up.  After 
a while this becomes a problem because it makes the church look 
un-kept.  If you don’t have a fire pit to burn the items or have a 
yard in which to bury them, then ask a neighbor or relative if they 
can help you dispose of those items.  This is precisely what we do 
with items that are left in the church. 

AUTUMN RIDGE APARTMENTS

1220 SUNVIEW - ST. JOHNS

224- 1770
a u t u m n r i d g e s t j o h n s @ y a h o o . c o m

ROBERT W. JANSEN, DDS
923 N OAKLAND • ST. JOHNS

224-2968
3 locations to serve you:

St. JohnS office
989-224-9511

fowler Branch
989-593-4240

www.journeyfcu.org

oViD Branch
989-834-9800Discover the possibilities

224-6828

ST. JOHN’S

JOIN US AFTER MASS!

Remodeling & New Construction
www.kfedewabuilders.com • (517) 388-6123

Kurt & Kelly Fedewa • Owners

Your Full Service Auto Experts

Mon. - Fri.
8:00am - 5:30pm

700 N. US-27
St. Johns, MI 48879

• Scheduled Maintenance • Engine Repair • Air Conditioning Service
• Transmissions • Brake Service • Alignments • Shocks & Struts

• Exhaust System Repair • Tires • Tune-ups • Oil Changes

989-224-9367

989-593-2533 • 10653  W. M-21 • Fowler, MI 48835

www.KensKarKare.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Family
Funeral Homes CHapel

Our family,
Serving yours.

104 E. Cass St., St. Johns • 989.224.2365St. Johns | Elsie | Ovid | Fowler | Ithaca | St. Louis

CC

104 E. Cass St., St. Johns • 989.224.2365

HARR'S JEWELRY, INC.

110 N Whittemore
(Bus. US-27)

224-7443

- Your Diamond Source -

M J F
CONSTRUCTION

224-7118

Building and Remodeling

MARK FEDEWA

(989) 593-3104
Call for a quote today!

FRENCH/SILM/
WEBER AGENCY

Jandernoa Water Systems, Inc.
Locally Owned & Operated

Water Well Drilling & Repair of
FARM • HOME • COMMERCIAL

Cell 989.666.6426   •   Kent 989.292.7502
Call TIM JANDERNOA

TimJandernoa@live.com
989-593-2111

135 N. BATH
FOWLER

989-593-2111

athews

• Roasted Beans • Canola Meal • Custom Mixing
• Soybean Meal • Soyhull Pellets • Cottonseed

• Dry Distillers Grain • Dry Animal Fat

THELEN

St. Johns
989-227-5404

Laingsburg
517-651-1322

Portland
517-743-6122

Clover Carpet Cleaning
“Call Us On The Carpet”

989-224-0605
www.clovercarpetcleaning.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • 24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

Clover Carpet Cleaning

Ron & Maurine Mitchell, Owners/Operators

KoenigsknechtDentistry.com

Koenigsknecht
Dentistry
989-224-2319

“We Dig Michigan”

(989) 224-2066glen miller 
OWner

3026 W. m-21, St. JOhnS, mi 48879

Family Owned & Operated Since 1946

Interior design 
service available

Downtown Fowler

beckerfurniturefowler.com 989-593-3500

Lee & Dori Smith ~ Owners

989-292-4477 • mintcitystorage.com
Self Storage UnitS  •  rV Parking

Office: 989-224-3034 • www.chasco1.com
407 N. Clinton Ave. • St. Johns, MI 48879

     www.smithlawnscapes.com
989.224.9211

Mark Smith, Owner                     504 E. Steel

Parishioners

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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