
Fifth Sunday of lent  april 6, 2025  

 

 

Pastoral Care 
Fr. Michael Williams 
Deacon Marv Robertson (re�red) 
Deacon Jerry Fust 
Deacon Eric Elstro 
 

Worship 
Music • Jeff Richards 
 

Parish Life 
Parish Council • Dick Weller 
Finance Council • Sco� Dzurka 
Parish Secretary • Judi Thelen 
Business Manager • Susan Mahoney 
Maintenance • Paul Atchley 
 

Family Ministries 
Marriage Prepara�on • Fr. Michael Williams 
Bap�sm • Please contact the parish office 
St. Joseph School • Chris Wells 
Religious Educa�on  Jen Nelson 
Confirma�on •  Jen Nelson 
Chris�an Ini�a�on of Adults •  Amanda Grigar 
 
Please call the parish office for more informa�on 
on our Family Ministries. 
 

 
Medical Emergencies requiring an 

Anoin�ng of the Sick, please call 989-227-1244. 
 
St. Joseph School: (989) 224-2421 
Religious Educa�on Office: (989) 224-8537 
 
Regular Mass Schedule  
Saturday • 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday • 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. 
Mass in Spanish •  6:00 p.m. 
(Holy Days • Consult the bulle�n) 
 
Sacrament of Reconcilia�on  
Tuesday • 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday • 4:00 p.m. 
 
Prayer Tree  
Parish Office: (989)-224-8994 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
St. Joseph is a place of refreshment, peace 
and love, a place of ministry and renewal. 
We welcome you to be part of our faith 
community where the Word of God is 
proclaimed, friendship is offered and the 
Sacraments are celebrated. 

110099  LLiinnddeenn  SSttrreeeett  
SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnnss,,  MMiicchhiiggaann  4488887799--11883377  
((998899))  222244--88999944  
FFaaxx::  ((998899))  222244--33447755  
wwwwww..ssttjjooeeccaatthhoolliicc..ccoomm  
ssttjjoosseepphhcchhuurrcchhssttjjoohhnnss@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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Please pray for 
our parishioners 
and their families, 
especially: 
 

Adam 
Chris 

Sawyer Ballinger 
Lisa Clarizio 

Richard Connors 
Sherri Couch 

Verena DeBoer 

Mary Enneking 
Keith Enneking 
Trisha Fisher 

Friend 
Cindy Fontus 

Brenda Higgins 
David Higgins 

Korine 
Alissa McKeown 
Gabrielle Meece 

Myah 
Colleen Plunkett 

Daniel Pung 
Jenny Pytlowanyj 

Deacon Marv & Tita 
Robertson 

Patricia Rojas 
Joan Schrauben 

Sherri 
Anne Thelen 

Michael VanElls 
Jeff Wadell 

Jennifer 
Jerry 

Brad Walker 
Millie Wassa 

Fr. Don Wieber 
Bill Darnell 

Susan Darnell 
Please pray for 
our parishioners 
in the service,  
especially: 

William Hess 
Jake Hoskins 

Jacob Longoria 
Eric Martin 

Colby Munger  
Adam Novak 
Alex Rojas 

David Seperic 
Noel Smith II 

Jordan Van Amburg 
 
To add or remove a 
name from the  
bulle�n prayer list, 

please call the parish 
office: 989-224-8994 
or email 
Stjosephchurchst- 
johns@gmail.com 
 
*Please note: only 
immediate family 
members may add 
names to the bulle-
�n. 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
Monday ● April 7 
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/John 8:12-20 
No Mass 
 
Tuesday ● April 8 
Numbers 21:4-9/John 8:21-30 
7:00 p.m. Mass †Chad and  †Shannon Rings 
 
Wednesday ● April 9 
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/John 8:31-42 
12:05 p.m.  †Baylor Marco    
   By:  Ma+ and Monica Poff Family 
 
Thursday ● April 10 
Genesis 17:3-9/John 8:51-59 
8:30 a.m. Mass  †Dan Sandahl 
   By:  Family 
 
Friday ●  April 11 
Jeremiah 20:10-13/John 10:31-42 
8:30 a.m. Mass †Art Halfmann    
   By:  Monica Klaver and Family    
 
Saturday ● April 12 
Ezekiel 37:21-28/John 11:45-56 
5:00 p.m.  Mass †Nick Kurncz 
   By:  Chris�ne Kurncz 
Sunday ●  April 13 
The Lord’s Passion 
Luke 19:28-40/Isaiah 50:4-7/Philippians 2:6-11/Luke 22:14--23:56 or 
Luke 23:1-49 
8:00 a.m. Mass †Jim Clark (10th anniversary) 
   By:  Lu Anne Cuthbert 
 
10:00 a.m.   †Urban and †Marie Weber  
    By:  Janet McKeown 
 
12:00 p.m.  †Leon and †Marie Armbrustmacher 
   By:  Paul and Jenie Pung  
 
6:00 p.m.    Mass in Spanish  

2 BE A PART OF OUR FAITH COMMUNITY 

 The Sanctuary Lamp 
will burn from  

April 6-12, 2025 
RRoonnaalldd,,  RRiittaa  aanndd  JJaacckk  CCuutthhbbeerrtt  

RReesstt  iinn  PPeeaaccee 
Our prayers and sympathies  
to the family and friends of 

GGeerraalldd  FF..  LLootttt  

Additional Penance Services 
Most Holy Trinity - Fowler 

April 7th at 6:30 p.m. 
(multiple Priest available) 

 
St. Mary Parish - Westphalia 

Monday, April 14th at 6:30 p.m. 
(8 Priests will be available to hear confessions) 

LLeenntteenn  HHoollyy  HHoouurr  
Thursday, April 10 

Beginning at 6:00 p.m. 
Join us for an opportunity to spend time 

with Our Lord in Eucharistic Adoration as 
we prepare to enter Holy Week.  

This led-holy hour will include prayer, song,  
reflection, silence, 

 and an opportunity  
for sacramental confession  

with two priests. 
Bring your family and friends,  

all ages are welcome! 

SSTTAATTIIOONNSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCRROOSSSS  
Stations of the Cross will be held  

every Friday evening in Lent at 6:00 p.m. 



Fifth Sunday of lent  april 6, 2025  

THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED          3 

 W� A�� A��  
 E�	
����
���
((������  ��������		

		��    		��

		  ��

  ����  
DD		��������  EE������’’

  ��������))  

What Happened to the Madness? 
Remember when I was talking about 
March Madness a couple of weeks 
ago? Has anyone seen it? Was it 
even here? I saw March, it came 
and went. But I never saw the Mad-
ness. The Madness involves college 
basketball -- big upsets in the big 
tournament, but there were no Cin-
derella teams beating big-name 
schools. The top-four teams as 
seeded before the tournament won 
and advanced to this weekend’s 
Final Four, so hopefully what the 
tournament lacked in Madness it will 
deliver in highly competitive final 
games to determine the champion. 
 
But in taking time away from basket-
ball to view the newly-released epi-
sodes of season five of “The Cho-
sen,” I viewed some “biblical mad-
ness.” This whole season focuses 
on the time from Jesus’ glorious ride 
into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
through Holy Thursday. The mad-

ness is, as first seen through Jesus 
eyes, on the temple grounds which 
has become a center of commerce. 
It was shortly after arriving in Jeru-
salem, but the adulation of the after-
noon had vaporized for the Lord. As 
biblical scholar Mary Healy notes: 
“on that evening, Jesus had ‘looked 
around at everything’ in the temple 
as if to assess its spiritual condi-
tion...The temple area had become 
a marketplace…Instead of the tem-
ple sanctifying the city, the city was 
profaning the temple.” He did not not 
act, but held that image for a day. 
 
Now, we all know the story of Jesus 
cleansing of the temple, so though 
there’s nothing I will say going for-
ward that I would consider a spoiler 
alert for those who are planning to 
watch season five at a later date, 
which probably means June. All of 
the gospels have some version of it, 
with Mark being the most descrip-
tive. But even Mark’s version pales 
to the interpretation director Dallas 
Jenkins has of Jesus’ reaction to 
what he had seen when he and the 
apostles returned the next day. Hea-
ly say: “Jesus is appalled at this fla-
grant desecration of a place conse-

crated to the worship of the living 
God.” 
 
We all know Jesus was angry, but 
how angry? Well, the Jesus in “The 
Chosen” is seen by director Jenkins 
in the cleansing of the temple scene 
as a little bit Spartacus, a little bit 
Braveheart, a little bit Incredible Hulk 
and even a little bit Indiana Jones. 
No one would get in his way or try to 
stop him as he overturned the tables 
of the moneychangers and the seats 
of those selling doves. He made his 
point emphatically, and when news 
spread back to the chief priests and 
scribes of his actions, they undoubt-
edly saw a little “madness” in it. 
 
Part two of season five was released 
this weekend and part three will be 
released on April 11th . We, of 
course, will be holding a series of 
view and discuss sessions at church 
when all of the episodes have been 
released to the public sometime this 
summer. 
 
DDeeaaccoonn  EErriicc  
deaconeric@hotmail.com 

St.  Monica Ladies Auxiliary  
Soup Supper 

April 9th at 5:30 p.m. 
Columbian Hall 

 
St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary is hosting a second soup supper on 
Wednesday, April 9th at the Columbian Hall.  The doors open 
at 5:00 p.m. to receive soup donations with the meal being 
served at 5:30 p.m. and the speaker at 6:00 p.m.  The featured 
charity will be Mother Theresa House, whose compassionate 
staff care for people facing their final days.  We will hear more 
about this charity from a guest speaker of Mother Theresa 
House.  Donations of soup and bread will be accepted with a 
sign-up sheet in the church gathering space.  The supper is 
open to all (soup donations not required to attend).  Please 
come to share this light supper with your friends as you learn 
more about this featured charity. 

 
Extra Times for  

Confession this Lent 
St. Joseph Church-St Johns 

 
Tuesday, April 8:       3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
                                    6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, April 9:  3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
                                    6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday, April 10:   3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
                                    6:00 p.m.  Holy Hour 
 
Friday, April 11:         3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
                                    5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, April 15:     6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. 
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  LLiittuurrggiiccaall  MMiinnsstteerrss  

AApprriill  1122//1133  
AAllttaarr  SSeerrvveerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Charleigh F. 
   Averie D. 
  8:00 a.m. Madison W. 
   Morgan W. 
  10:00 a.m. Anna H. 
   Liam K. 
  12:00 p.m. Tanner K. 
   Miles S.    
EExxttrraaoorrddiinnaarryy  MMiinniisstteerrss  ooff  HHoollyy  CCoommmmuunniioonn::   
 5:00 p.m. Group  2 
 8:00 a.m. Group  2 
 10:00 a.m. Group  2 
 12:00 p.m. Group  2 
 
LLeeccttoorrss:: 5:00 p.m. Ann P. 
 8:00 a.m. Lu Anne C. 
 10:00 a.m. Rose R. 
 12:00 p.m. Linda S. 
 
UUsshheerrss:: 5:00 p.m. Group 5B 
 8:00 a.m. Group 8A 
 10:00 a.m. Group 10C 
                    12:00 p.m. Group 12A 
 
CCoolllleeccttiioonn  CCoouunntteerrss::     April 7 Group 3 
  
SSaannccttuuaarryy  CClleeaanneerrss:  Judi Thelen and Thelma Miller 

FRIENDSHIP IS OFFERED              4 

S;<=>?@ABCD 
For the weekend of March 30, 2025 
Adults (257) giDs Including online giving):  ..... $15.036.13 
Loose Cash: ....................................................... $1,045.00  
Total: ............................................................... $16,081.13 
 
Other GiEs Received 
Educa�on Trust Fund: .......................................... $120.00 
Building Fund:       ................................................. $103.00 
Tui�on Scholarship Fund:  ..................................... $77.00 
 
Our weekly average since July 1, 2024 is  $20,017.26.  If we  
con�nue to keep this average, we will  meet our budgeted 
goal. 

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  CCaatthhoolliicc  SScchhooooll    
LLuunncchh  MMeennuu  
F78 9:; <;;= 7>   
A?8@A 7-11, 2025  
Monday:     Pancakes, sausage, hash brown, fruit,  
  and milk. 
Tuesday: Chicken noodle soup with crackers,  
  strawberry muffin, fruit, and milk. 
Wednesday:  Cheese stuffed breadstick, carrots,  
  fruit, and milk. 
Thursday: Hot dog on a bun, French fries, fruit, 
  and milk 
Friday:  Fettuccine alfredo with bread stick,  
  broccoli, fruit, and milk. 
 
Lunches are $3.25   Milk  $0.50 

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 

LLeenntteenn  AAllmmssggiivviinngg  
This year’s Lenten Almsgiving is for our local food banks.  
There are boxes located at the back of church.   Please 
take one for your family.  At the end of the Lenten sea-
son, please write a check for the amount collected in 
your box.   

Menu is subject to change, based on 
food availability from suppliers. 

HHoollyy  wweeeekk  ssccHHeedduullee  
Tuesday, Apr il 15, 2025  6:30 p.m. Confession 
 7:00 p.m. Mass 
Wednesday, Apr il 16, 2025 
 12:05 p.m.  Mass 
Holy Thursday, Apr il 17, 2025    
  6:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper-Incense 
 
Good Friday:  Apr il 18, 2025 (par ish office closed) 
 1:00 p.m. Passion of the Lord - No incense 
 
Holy Saturday - April 19, 2025: No Confessions 
 7:30 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass - Incense 
 
Easter Sunday, Apr il 20, 2025 
  8:00 a.m. Mass -   No incense 
 10:00 a.m. Mass - No Incense 
 12:00 p.m. Mass - Incense 
  6:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

K-12 Grade Religious Education April Calendar: 
 Wednesday, April 9:  K-8 Classes 
 Wednesday, April 16:  NO K-8 Classes-Holy Week 
 Wednesday, April 23:  K-12 Classes and Youth Group for 9-12 

Grades 
 For more information, class times, and other dates go to  stjoecatholic.com 
First Communion Preparation Dates: 
 Thursday, April 10:  First Communion parent/child workshop for 

school and religious education program families at 6:00 p.m. in the 
cafeteria 

 Sunday, April 27:  First Communion Practice at 1:30 p.m. in the 
church. 

Contact Jen Nelson at 989-224-8537 or dre.stjoseph@gmail.com for 
more information. 
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THE SACRAMENTS ARE CELEBRATED 5 

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss
ttoo tthhee
22002255

CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn
CCllaassss! 

ADen�on All Widows/
Widowers 
Please join 

““KKiinnddrreedd FFrriieennddss””
at our next mee�ng on  

Wednesday,  April 16, 2025  
at 10:30 a.m.  

In the church basement

Blessing of the Easter Baskets 
St. Joseph Parish invites you and your family to 
bring your unique family basket(s) to the church 
on  Holy Saturday, April 19th at 10:30 a.m. for a 
brief blessing service.   

Come and share in this custom 
with your parish family and make 
this the start of a new Easter tradi-
tion with your children and friends. 

Grief Support Workshop 2025 
Friday, May 9, 2025 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, May 10, 2025 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.* 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
109 Linden Street., St Johns 

Grieving with Great HOPE is a weekend grief support workshop 
that offers a prayerful, practical, and personal approach for 
anyone who is mourning the loss of a loved one.  If you have 
lost a spouse, a child (including pregnancy loss), a grandchild, 
a parent, another family member or a friend, you are encour-
aged to attend.  Presenters include John and Sandy O’Shaugh-
nessy from Good Mourning Ministry, a local Catholic bereave-
ment apostolate. 

For registration forms and details visit: 
www.goodmourningministry.net 

Or call Jackie at 517-449-2928.  Seating is limited.   
Registration is $10.  Please register by April 13, 2025. 

*with light breakfast options available at 9;30 a.m. and lunch. 
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6 THE WORD OF GOD IS PROCLAIMED 

As of March 23, 2025*, we reached $62,806.18 
(or 64%) of our DSA goal of $98,185.24.  Thus 
far 153 families have contributed to this year’s 
appeal which is 15.6% our 1025 families.  We 
are grateful for these contributions and invite 
others to help push us over goal for the benefit 
of our parish and the wider church.  

 
If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, we invite you to do 
so today.  Gift envelopes are available in the church or the 
parish office.  Or you may submit your gift online at:  
www.dioceseoflansing.org/appeal.  Your DSA gift will sup-
port the vital services and ministries that help bring the love of 
Christ to all we encounter. 
*We are awaiting totals from the Diocese of pledges made directly to 
them. 

Lenten Fish Fry 2025 
Knights of Columbus, Council #3281 

1108 North US-27 
Friday, April 11th 

 Serving 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 Carry out meals available 

 Call (989) 224-1225 

 

EEaasstteerr  FFlloowweerr  DDeeddiiccaattiioonnss  
If you would like to make a donation of any amount towards 
our various Easter flowers in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please use this form and place in the pink trimmed 
“Easter flowers, Decorations & Other Liturgy Expenses” enve-
lope found in your March/April packets.  

Dedicated by:  __________________________________ 
 

In Memory of          or          In Honor of  
 

____________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________ 
 

Please return to the parish office by  
MMoonnddaayy,,  AApprriill  77tthh    

to be included in the Memorial List 
*Donations received in excess of flower costs will be  

applied towards decorations and other Liturgical expenses. 

 
 

Age 14 and up - Abstain from meat on Ash Wednes-
day, all Fridays of Lent, and Good Friday. 
Age 18-59 - Fast Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  
 
Fasting ~ eat one full meal, as well as 2 smaller 
meals, not equaling the one full meal. 
 
Abstinence ~ Not eating meat. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive  
April 7th 11:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

KofC Columbian Hall 
You may contact the American Red Cross at  
redcrossblood.org for  more information 

or to make an appointment to donate.   
Unscheduled walk-in donors are also welcome. 

POSITION OPENING - Business Manager 
We are accep�ng applica�ons for our parish Business Man-
ager posi�on. The posi�on requires excellent organiza�on-
al skills, experience with             accoun�ng principles and 
processes, and an understanding of facility maintenance 
needs. This posi�on is full �me with insurance, leave �me, 
and pension benefits. Full posi�on descrip�on is available 
at  hJps://www.dioceseoflansing.org/human-resources/
careers 
 
If you are someone who embraces the teachings and mis-
sion of the Catholic Church and are interested in working in 
this environment, please apply online or send your resume, 
cover le$er, and references to Business Manager Posi�on, 
St. Joseph Church, 109 Linden St., St. Johns, MI 48879, or 
email to  
business.stjoseph@gmail.com. 

St. Monica Ladies Auxiliary  
monthly event - a Lady’s tea  

Monday April 14th  
at Columbian Hall at 6:30 pm 

 
A variety of snacks to go with the tea will be provid-
ed.  Dust off your Easter Bonnets and give them a trial 
run as you enjoy your tea. The evening's topic will be 
preparing for the Holy Week which begins with Maudie 
Monday and ends with the Triduum. We will learn about 
the many blessed services and events during this week. 
The legends and traditions surrounding Holy Week that 
will be discussed. All ladies are invited to come share in 
the tea, food and faith as we prepare for this most 
Blessed Week.  Questions can be directed to Mary Beth 
at (989) 227-0088.  
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The Spring 2025 40 Days for Life Vigil campaign is 
set to begin on Ash Wednesday and we will again 
be praying across from the Frandor Center 
Planned Parenthood facility Monday through Sat-
urdays from 7:00 am un�l 6:00 p.m. 40 Days for 
Life is a prayerful and peaceful vigil in which 
prayers are sent out for the end of abor�on, for 
those who have had abor�ons and for the con-
version of those who support abor�on.  We need 
many pro-life advocates to help us cover the vigil 
hours. To sign up for a �me, go to 40daysforlife/
lansin com. I will be going to pray each Thurs-
day at 2:00 p.m. if you would like to pray that 
hour. Please call Mary Beth if you have any ques-
�ons.

SSaavvee tthhee DDaattee!!!!!!
Parents with children  ages 4-12 are invited to:

A SUMMER WITH THE SACRED HEART  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

June 23-June 25. 
Registrations forms and more  information coming soon! 

Summer Camps are now open for registration!

Get ready for a summer filled with sports, fun, and memo-
ries! Whether you're looking to improve your skills or just have a 
blast, we’ve got something for everyone!  Check out all the awe-
some opportunities and learn more on our website at https://
lansingcatholic.org/summercamps

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340322
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340522
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340506
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=10340519
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